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Lesson 11 

Using Bible Study Tools 

 

 In the last course you began to see the importance of using some valuable Bible 

study tools. A Bible dictionary or encyclopedia can help you understand historical and 

cultural information vital to a proper understanding of the text. These are used in the same 

way you would use any other dictionary or encyclopedia. Bible commentaries are also 

useful for studying Scripture. Some commentaries cover the entire Bible in one volume, 

others may have ten or more volumes, each covering a different book or group of books in 

the Bible. If you have ready access to a large library with many commentary sets, you have 

a wealth of information at your fingertips. But most of us aren’t that fortunate. To buy a set 

of commentaries can sometimes be expensive, so we want to explore in this lesson some 

inexpensive alternatives.  

 

Bible Translations  

 English translations of the Bible (or some other language if English is not your native 

language) are essential for Bible study unless you are proficient in the original languages 

(Greek and Hebrew). Dozens of translations and paraphrases are in print, which can be 

quite confusing when you’re trying to find a Bible to study. The original King James Version 

was translated in 1611, so the English can be rather difficult, but the New King James 

Version recently published is much more readable. Other popular versions include the New 

American Standard Bible (a good word-for-word translation from the original Greek and 

Hebrew), the New International Version (a less literal translation that attempts to translate 

the original meaning instead of every word) and the Living Bible (a paraphrase based on 

the King James Bible, similar to an individual’s commentary).  

 When you are looking for a Bible you should always read the introduction first. It 

should tell you who did the translation work or where to get a list of contributing scholars. 

Always be careful with a Bible translated by a single individual (or when no information is 

given on who did the translation work). It might be very sound, but a translation done by a 

group of scholars ensures accuracy and textual integrity.  

 It is often beneficial to have several translations of the Bible to compare. This is an 

effective way to do Bible study, because you begin to see how different scholars interpret 

the same verse. For instance, look up Romans 12:1 in your Bible. Now compare these 

versions: 
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KJV — “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service.” 

NASB — “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual act of worship.” 

NIV — “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 

as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

TLB — “And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them 

be a living sacrifice, holy — the kind he can accept. When you think of what he has done for 

you, is this too much to ask?” 

Did reading the same verse in different versions help you to understand this verse 

more clearly? In what ways?  

Comparing Bible versions also helps us avoid error. We might have initially 

misinterpreted Romans 12:1 in the NASB or KJV to mean that we offer our bodies by means 

of God’s mercy (meaning that God somehow does it for us). The NIV helps us understand 

that it is in view of His mercy, but in case you misunderstand the phrase and think “in view 

of” means “while God is watching,” you can see from the Living Bible that it means 

“considering God’s mercy and all that He’s done for us, isn’t that the least we should do?” 

The KJV brings out the interesting parallel between spiritual acts of service and “reasonable 

service.” 

Your Bible is your most valuable tool. Many of the popular versions are available as 

study Bibles. A study Bible often contains outlines of each book in the Bible along with 

historical backgrounds, maps, charts and notes on individual verses at the bottom of each 

page. Sometimes verse notes can be doctrinally slanted (since the author is expressing his 

own opinion as to the meaning of a particular verse), so great care should always be taken 

when studying those notes. Scripture must always be the final authority. 

Marginal References 
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In many study Bibles you will find a list of “marginal references” (or “cross-

references”) in a column in the center of the page or on one side. The marginal references 

list other Bible verses that contain a particular word or phrase found in each verse. 

Examine the following copy of a partial page from The NIV Study Bible (from page 1736). 

Let’s say we want to study 1 Corinthians 1:23. The verse begins, ”…but we preach 

Christ crucified...” After the word “crucified” you see a small letter “t” above the line. In the 

marginal reference you first look for 1:23 (the verse you are studying), then find the letter 

“t.” What verses are listed after the t?  

Look up the verses and write down what you learn from them that applies to 1 Corinthians 

1:23. 
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Galatians 3:1 

The next phrase, “a stumbling block,” is marked with the superscript “u.” Can you 

find the corresponding verse in the marginal references? Look it up and write down your 

insights. 

Luke 2:34 

The final reference is found after the word “foolishness” and refers you back to 

verse 18 in the same book and chapter. When you study a verse using marginal references, 

you should look up the corresponding verses and then look up the marginal references 

listed for each of those references, too. In this way you can begin to see how concepts in 

the Bible are linked together and can learn a great deal about ideas and doctrines. This is 

one of the easiest and most rewarding ways to study Scripture. 

Answer the following questions based on the information from The NIV Study Bible 

found on page eighty-two. What Old Testament verse is quoted in 1 Corinthians 1:19? 

(Write the name of the book, chapter and verse.) ______________________ What verses would 

you look up to find out more about the “philosopher of this age” in 1 Corinthians 1:20?  

What other verse might help explain what Paul means when he speaks of the “weakness of 

God” in 1 Corinthians 1:25?  

Concordances 

A concordance is an orderly list of every word in the Bible (except words that are too 

common, such as “the” or “a”) followed by a list of every verse in the Bible that contains that 

word. There are computer software programs that can search the entire Bible for a specific 

word in a matter of seconds, but you needn’t have a computer to use this highly effective 

1 Corinthians 2:2 
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means of in-depth Bible study. Two of the oldest and most popular concordances, Young’s 

and Strong’s, are available for a very low cost. Both of these are based on the words used in 

the King James Bible, so it is imperative that you have access to the KJV if you intend to use 

either of these concordances. Concordances are also available in other versions (such as 

the NASB and the NIV), but they are much more expensive.  

 In order to learn to use a concordance, let’s look again at 1 Corinthians 1:23. 

Suppose we want to study the word “stumbling block” to find out what it really means. All 

we need to do is look up “stumbling block” in our concordance. Find the word in the 

following portion of Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance and find our study verse. 

 

 

 A portion of the verse is written out so you can be sure you have the right one. In 

the King James Version it reads, “unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the...” The word 

“stumbling block” is left out and only its first letter is included.  
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 Each word in the concordance is 

given a number in order to help you 

to discover the meaning of the word 

in its original language and to help 

you find other verses containing the 

same Greek or Hebrew word. What is 

the number listed for “stumbling 

block” in 1 Corinthians 1:23? _______ 

In the back of your concordance are 

two dictionaries: a Hebrew and 

Chaldean dictionary for Old 

Testament words and a Greek 

dictionary for New Testament words. 

Each of these words is also 

numbered. You should note that the 

numbers for New Testament words 

are italicized so you don’t somehow 

confuse the two dictionaries. Look up 

the number for our study verse in 

the portion of the Greek dictionary 

from Strong’s at the left. The 

dictionary tells us the word used in 

our verse is the word skandalon, and 

it means a snare or, in a figurative sense, a cause of displeasure or sin. The word just above 

4625 is the verb skandalizo, which is taken from skandalon. It means, “to entrap, trip up or 

entice to sin.” So, now we know that the preaching of Christ as crucified is a snare to 

Gentiles, something that causes their displeasure or sin. But in order to truly understand 

the usage of the word “stumbling block,” we must see how other verses in the Bible use 

that same word.  

 Did you notice the em-dash (—) near the end of the definition? Every word after that 

dash is another way the same word (skandalon) is translated in the King James Version. In 

order to find every occurrence of skandalon in the New Testament, we must first look up 

other verses under the original heading (“stumbling block”) that have the same Strong’s 

number. Look back on page five. What other verses use the wordskandalon (number 

4625)? _____________________________________________________________ 

What do you learn about the word “stumbling block” from these verses? 

 

Romans 11:9  
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Revelation 2:14  

 

  

 Next, you must look up each of the words after the em-dash and find every verse 

listed under each one that has the same Strong’s number (4625). Let’s begin with the first 

one, “occasion to fall.” When using a concordance, it is always easiest to look up the least 

common word, since it will contain fewer references. In this case, we would look up the 

word “occasion.” Can you find all the New Testament references that contain the word 

skandalon in the portion of Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance below?  

 

Look up each verse and write down your insights. 

Romans 14:13  
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1 John 2:10  

 

 

 The other translations you found when you looked up 4625 in the Greek dictionary 

are: “offence” and “thing that offends.” (You already looked up the final translation for the 

Greek word skandalon, “stumbling block.”) Below, find all the verses listed under “offence” 

and “offend” that use the word skandalon. Then look up each of the references in your 

Bible. What do these verses say about our word skandalon? How do they relate to 1 

Corinthians 1:23? 
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Romans 9:33  

 

 

Galatians 5:11  

 

 

1 Peter 2:8  

 

 

Matthew 13:41  

 

 

 

 In this case, since number 4624 comes from 4625, you should also look up those 

references. How is the word used and what do you learn about the word skandalon? 

Matthew 5:29, 30  

 

 

Matthew 17:27  

 

 

Matthew 18:6, 8, 9  
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Mark 9:42, 43, 45, 47  

 

 

 You have now almost 

completed an exhaustive study on 

the word skandalon in the New 

Testament. But there are other ways 

to use the concordance to gain an 

even better understanding of the 

word we chose. Look back at the 

Greek dictionary definition on page 

eighty-four. It tells us that this is 

where our word “scandal” comes 

from and then it says (in an 

abbreviated form) “probably from a 

derivative of 2578.” If we are good 

scholars, we will look up 2578 in our 

Greek dictionary to find the original 

root of the word we’re studying. See 

if you can find the definition from the 

portion of the Greek dictionary at the 

right. 

 What is the definition?  

 

 

A stumbling block was originally something that caused someone to bend or to bow.  

 To complete our study there is another necessary element. Look back at the listing 

in Strong’s for “stumbling block” on page eighty-three. Notice that there are other New 

Testament words translated “stumbling block” that use a different Greek word — number 

4348. The question a good Bible scholar asks is, “Why did the writer choose one particular 

Greek word over another?” We need to look up this other word and all the references to it 

in the New Testament to see how this word is different from skandalon (especially since it 

can be translated by some of the same words). Look up the definition for 4348 in the 

portion of the Greek dictionary on the following page.  

 Since the definition of proskomma is very similar (except that it includes the 

connotation of apostasy), it will help us to understand it better by looking up the references 
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and noting how this word is used differently from skandalon. [We should also look up 4349 

and 4350, since they are closely related to 4348 (see definitions), but we’ll forego that here 

because of space.] First, we look up the references under stumbling block. Can you find 

them on page eighty-three? What do you learn about this new word and how it differs from 

skandalon? Write your observations below. 

 

Romans 14:13  

 

 

1 Corinthians 8:9  

 

 

 Next, we look up the words 

following the em-dash, which are other 

ways the King James Version translates 

the same Greek word. There is only one 

other word listed — offence. Turn back 

to page eight and look up the word 

offense in the portion of Strong’s 

provided for you. Look up the verses 

using 4348 and 4349 and write out your 

observations below. 

Romans 14:20  

 

 

2 Corinthians 6:3  

 

 

 As you begin to use this method of Bible study in your daily devotions, you will find 

words much richer in meaning than the one we chose to study. In some of your word 

studies you might need to look up dozens of verses in order to understand the full 
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meaning of a word or the verse. It gets easier the more you practice, so don’t give up 

without trying at least a few word studies on your own.  

 

A Note for Those of You Who Use Digital Concordances 

The Internet is wonderful for finding verses that use the same word, but many of the 

popular sites don’t give you the level of insight that you get from a concordance. You could 

be comparing two words that are the same in English but different in the original language! 

However, you can find Strong’s online here: http://biblehub.com/strongs.htm. Type in the 

word you’re looking for and follow the same directions as above for finding other 

occurrences of the same word. You’ll need to scroll down to the section titled “Strong’s 

Exhaustive Concordance” in order to properly conduct your word study as outlined above. 

 

Studying Parallel Passages 

 Many passages in the Bible are repeated and are called “parallel passages.” Some 

study Bibles will include a list of the parallel passages under subtitles of paragraphs. If not, 

you will learn to discover them on your own — you’ll probably stumble into them during 

one of your word studies with Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. Since many of the stories 

and parables in the Gospels are repeated in more than one Gospel account, a Harmony of 

the Gospels can be valuable. A complete Harmony can be purchased from a local bookstore 

or you may even have an abbreviated one in the back of your study Bible. A Harmony of the 

Gospels places all four Gospel accounts side by side in chronological order to help you see 

how they fit together. Similar passages become readily apparent. Parallel passages are 

important because they can clarify unclear passages. Look up the following sets of parallel 

passages. How do they differ in the information they offer and in what ways are they 

similar?  

Matthew 10:34-39 / Luke 12:51-53  

 

 

 

Matthew 19:1-9 / Mark 10:1-12  

 

http://biblehub.com/strongs.htm
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